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Parashat Ki Teitzei introduces the case of 1710 )2

One Voice

NN, the wayward and rebellious son. Chazal
Understanding the Torah and the Human Experience define the case through a specific set of conditions,

making it cxtrcmc]y rarc. According to one opinion
Working with teenagers in counseling can be , . .
in the Gemara, it never happened at all. Many

challenging, but also very rewarding. Many teens . . "
- v commentators therefore highlight its lessons for

who seek counseling are srruggling to find their own L . .
_ raising children. (Sanhedrin 7r1a)

voice and their own way. Developing independence

is an import;mt part 01(_‘ Zld()llZSCGTlCE, zmd Counseling
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can give them a supportive place to work through s . .
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i “If 2 man has a wayward and rebellious son who
Parenting a struggling teenager can be one of the . T . )
_ = . does not listen to the voice of his father or the voice
most demanding parts of raising a child. T often tell . o '
: : of his mother, and they discipline him, but he still
p:ll"C‘m:S thﬂt pél.r(_‘l”lti'ng \V()rks ]:)Ctt(_‘f as 4 team. . »
. . . does nor listen to them.
Parents will not always agree, but what mateers is .
- . (Devarim 21:18)

that they work through those differences and give

cheir child a sense that they are working together. _ _ . . .
’ & 108 T'he Torah then requires his father and mother to

] o . _ bring him before the elders. There they say:

When parencs are divided, children can begin : o

I'Cl}-"i'ﬂg on thCﬂ]SClVCS ]’JCfO['C ’Eh(}\-r arce TCZ-J.d}-’. ThC\-" .o . . . -
7 - VN 133N N1 I N33 MY 17T RN

may learn which parent to go to for a different . i .
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authorities. Sometimes what looks like maturicy is .. .

' ' o “They shall say to the elders of his city, “This son of
really a child taking on too much responsibility too . ] )
ours is wayward and rebellious. He does not listen

soon. . .
to our voice. He is a glutton and a drunkard.”
(Devarim z1:20)
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1171772 means “our voice.” The father and mother must
have the same voice. This offers an important
parenting lesson. Parents do not have to agree on
every detail, but children benefic when they
experience them as partners rather than competing
authoricies. What matcers is a unified and consistent

approach.

The word MIN, moreh, here means rebellious. The
Sifrei adds another layer, explaining INXV7 NN
NINN T, “that he directs himself toward another
path.” The word morch can also carry the sense of
teaching or directing. Instead of continuing to receive
direction from his parents, the child has begun

choosing a different pach for himself.

As parents, it is natural to want to protect and shield
our children. But when a child’s behavior becomes
concerning, there are times when parents need to
respond, even if that response is uncomfortable for

6\761'}701'16 il’lVOlVﬁd.

Working together becomes especially important when
a child’s growing independence begins leading him
toward a concerning path. Parents then need a unified
voice as well as the willingness to make difficulc
decisions together. If the Torah’s conditions are met,
bringing him before the court could ultimatcly cost

their son his life.
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Rabbeinu Bach_va explains cthat love of God must take
precedence even over cthe love parents have for a child.
Their willingness to take this painful step becomes an
example of values taking precedence over powerful
emotions. In difficult cases, moral values must

sometimes come before personal feelings.

Spcal(ing with one voice means recognizing the
importance of working together. Children need
parents who are able to pr.ovidc consistent direction

and support.

The case of NINI IO 12 reminds us that healthy
independence grows with guidance. Teenagers need
stabi]it_\,', boundaries, and parc'nta] parmcrship SO thc_y

do not have to find their path entirely on their own.
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